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Synopsis

Ideal for courses in Western religions, Religions of the West Today, Third Edition, covers the same
material contained in the authors’ longer textbook, World Religions Today, Fifth Edition. Revealing
the significance of religion in contemporary life, it explores Judaism, Christianity, Islam, indigenous
religions, and new religions as dynamic, ongoing forces in the lives of individuals and in the
collective experience of modern societies.This unique volume accomplishes two goals: it connects
today’s religions to their classical beliefs and practices and focuses on how these religions have
both radically changed the modern world and been changed by it. The book is enhanced by
numerous pedagogical aids--text boxes, timelines, maps, illustrations, discussion questions, a
comprehensive glossary of key terms, and suggestions for further reading--and more than 100
photographs. For a wealth of additional teaching and study resources, visit the book’s Companion
Website.Also available to serve your course needs:World Religions Today, Fifth
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John L. Esposito is University Professor, Professor of Religion and International Affairs, Professor of
Islamic Studies, and Founding Director of the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian
Understanding at Georgetown University.Darrell J. Fasching is Professor of Religious Studies at the
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This was used for a religious studies class at a university. | have a better understanding of the
Jewish and Islam faiths because of it (’'m a Roman Catholic). The book shows how the three
religions came into being and the circumstances that allowed them to grow up to the current time
period.
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